
Give FASD a seat at the table.

September 2024
Policy Forum

Program Contact: Chris Melfi
Melfi@fasdunited.org 

202-785-4585

Jenn Wisdahl
wisdahl@FASDUnited.org

202-601-2530

Wednesday
September 25th, 2024



Organization Update





Call for Abstracts: 

Extended submission date
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AWARENESS
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Website Available 
https://fasdunited.org/fasd-awareness-month-2024/

RESOURCES





FASD Respect Act 2.0
Bill Contents

• Education, Awareness and 
Services across community 
agencies

• Building State and Tribal 
Systems

• Centers for Excellence
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House
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What Happened 
in September

• Arkansas
• Rep. Hill

• California
• Rep. Costa
• Rep. Pelosi
• Rep. Peters
• Rep. Garcia
• Rep. DeSaulnier
• Rep. Calvert
• Rep. Thompson
• Rep. Valadao

• Colorado
• Rep. Crow
• Rep. DeGette
• Sen. Bennet

• Florida
• Rep. Dunn

• Hawaii
• Sen. Schatz

• Indiana 
• Sen. Braun

• Kansas
• Rep. LaTurner
• Sen. Marshall
• Sen. Moran

• Louisiana
• Rep. Johnson
• Rep. Carter
• Sen. Kennedy
• Rep. Scalise

• Massachusetts
• Sen. Warren
• Rep. Clark

• Maryland
• Rep. Raskin

• Maine
• Rep. Pingree

• Michigan
• Rep. Huizenga

• Minnesota
• Rep. Craig

• Mississippi
• Rep. Guest

• North Carolina
• Rep. Ross
• Rep. Hudson

• New York
• Rep. Morelle
• Rep. Nadler
• Rep. Williams

• Oregon
• Rep. Bonamici

• South Dakota
• Sen. Rounds

• Tennessee
• Rep. Rose

• Texas
• Rep. Fletcher
• Rep. Luttrell
• Rep. Veasey
• Rep. Weber
• Rep. Pfluger

• Virginia
• Rep. Connolly

• Washington
• Rep. Schrier

• Wisconsin
• Rep. Steil

• West Virginia
• Sen. Capito
• Rep. Miller

Meetings



What Happened 
in September

Cosponsors

•Rep. Eric Swalwell [D-CA-14]

•Rep. Brandon Williams [R-NY-22](INSTANT IMPACT!)

12 in the Senate 53 in the House



What Happened 
in September

Slate of 9 Health Bills Passed in 
House

• S. 133 – NAPA Reauthorization Act
• S. 134 – Alzheimer’s 

Accountability and Investment Act
• H.R. 6829 – HEARTS Act
• H.R. 3884 – Sickle Cell Disease 

and Other Heritable Blood 
Disorders Research, Surveillance, 
Prevention, and Treatment Act

• H.R. 2706 – Charlotte Woodward 
Organ Transplant Discrimination 
Prevention Act

• H.R. 3433 – Give Kids a Chance 
Act

• H.R. 7189 – Congenital Heart 
Futures Reauthorization Act

HR. 7213 Autism CARES Act 
Reauthorization

• Rep Smith (R-NJ) and Rep. Cuellar 
(D-TX)

• Passed through House last week 
(402-13)

• Strengthen whole government 
response to ASD through 2029
• Ensure research reflects whole 

of ASD community
• Increase the number of NIH 

Centers of Excellence
• 46 cosponsors have not signed 

onto FASD Respect Act

End of 118th Congress

• Session officially ends Jan 3rd,  
with the last legislative session 
happening Dec 20th

• Need to push for meetings to 
socialize bill

• Meeting with House Authors to 
discuss inclusion in other House 
bills
• Drafting letter from House and 

Senate authors to House Energy 
and Commerce Committee 
urging them to include FASD 
Respect Act in the final version 
of SUPPORT Reauthorization



Virtual Hill Week-
November 12th-15th

• A chance for the entire community to 
connect with their lawmakers

• Can serve as follow-up for those who 
attended Hill Day

• Contact Chris Melfi 
(Melfi@fasdunited.org) to coordinate 
meetings



Sen. Angus King (I-ME) speaking at the Red Shoes Gala



Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) with Tracey Perez Koehlmoos and Susan Shepard 
Carlson

Dr. Heather Carmichael Olson speaking after receiving honor at the Red Shoes Gala



Sarah Hamersma, Barb Clark, Michelle Worman, Angela Freeman, and Ryan Jolly during Hill Day



Rep. Bryan Steil (R-WI-1) with Guida Brown Robin Burgamy meeting with Rep. Huizenga’s (R-MI-4) Legislative Aid, Alec



Krista James and Phil Wilson with Alphonse in Sen. Kennedy’s [R-LA] office Krista James and Chris Melfi on the Speaker’s Balcony





Know

• Meetings make a 
difference

• This is crunch 
time

Feel

• Empowered to 
connect

• A sense of urgency
• Power in 

community

Do

• Book meetings
• Ask to cosponsor
• Ask to pass


