Call to FASD Advocates to Submit Testimony to the Senate Appropriations Committee to Fund the FASD Support Act

The next action step for FASD advocates in the process to secure a $10 million increase in federal appropriations to begin funding provisions of the Respect Act is to submit “Outside Witness Testimony” to the appropriations committee requesting the increase. 

Both individuals and organizations may submit testimony to the committee.

FASD United has drafted testimony that we will be submitting and has created the following instructions and a template so that you or your organization can easily submit your own testimony.

Instructions
Per the appropriations committee, you must strictly follow these guidelines, or your testimony will not be included in the record.
· Testimony can be a maximum of four (4) pages and must be on 8 ½” x 11” paper, single-sided, single-spaced, with a 1” margin
· Save the testimony template as a Microsoft Word file named “FY27 Senate Outside Witness Testimony Submitted by YOUR NAME OR YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NAME.”
· In your saved file, add your name or your organization’s name where highlighted throughout the document and modify the verb tense as needed.
· Do not change the header other than to add your name or your organization’s name.
· Add 1 or 2 paragraphs as described in the template. If, after you have added your content, the testimony exceeds 4 pages, you may delete either or both paragraphs highlighted in blue.
· E-mail your testimony as an attachment to lhhs@appro.senate.gov with the subject line “FY27 OWT” with a cc to Chris Melfi (melfi@fasdunited.org) at FASD United so that he can deliver a copy to your Senator as well.
· In the email, include your contact information (name, email, physical address, and telephone) and this message:

Dear Chair Capito and Ranking Member Baldwin,
Please accept the attached outside witness testimony for the record, addressing funding for fetal alcohol spectrum disorders at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other agencies within the Department of Health and Human Services.
[If you choose, you may add a paragraph about you or your organization, the significance of FASD, and justification for a funding increase.]

· Do not attach a cover page or any other materials to the email.
· Testimony must be received no later than 6:00 PM Eastern Time, Friday, May 22, 2026.

Contact Chris Melfi (melfi@fasdunited.org) or Tom Donaldson with any questions or support in preparing your testimony.
